STETHOSCOPE 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a stethoscope, more 
5 particularly to a stethoscope that can be worn and taken 
off using only one hand. 
2 • Description of the Related Art 

Referring to Figure 1, a conventional stethoscope 
is shown to include a pair of branches 10, and a Y-shaped 
10 rubber tube 11 that has a first tube section 111, and 
two second tube sections 112 connected to the first tube 
section 111. The first tube section 111 has a distal 
end which is connected to a chest piece (not shown) . 
Each of the second tube sections 112 is connected to 
15 a respective one of the branches 10. 

In actual use, a wearer first holds the branches 10, 
and then plugs or moves the branches 10 into or away 
from the wearer's ears using both hands. Therefore, 
the conventional stethoscope may result in 
20 inconvenience during use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, the object of the present invention is 
to provide a stethoscope that can be worn and taken off 
using only one hand. 
25 According to the present invention, a stethoscope 

comprises: 

a pair of branches, each of which includes 
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an elongate ear tube section having a first end 
adapted to be plugged into an ear of a wearer, and a 
second end opposite to the first end, and 

a bent clip tube section having a coupling end 
5 portion connected to the second end of the ear tube 
section, a resilient operating end portion opposite to 
the coupling end portion, and a curved intermediate 
fulcrum portion interconnecting the coupling end 
portion and the operating end portion; and 
10 a rubber tube connected to the operating end portions 

of the clip tube sections of the branches and in fluid 
communication with the branches. 

The intermediate fulcrum portion of the clip tube 
section of each of the branches has a concave outer 
15 surface that faces away from the other of the branches, 
and a convex inner surface that faces toward the other 
of the branches. 

The intermediate fulcrum portions of the clip tube, 
sections of the branches abut against each other. 
20 The operating end portions of the clip tube sections 

of the branches form a press space therebetween. 

The operating end portions of the clip tube sections 
of the branches are depressible toward each other so 
as to drive the ear tube sections to move from a clamping 
25 position, where the first ends of the ear tube sections 
of the branches are adapted to be plugged into the ears 
of the wearer, to a releasing position, where the first 
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ends of the ear tube sections of the branches are moved 

away from the ears of the wearer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other features and advantages of the present 
5 invention will become apparent in the following detailed 

description of the preferred embodiments with reference 

to the accompanying drawings, of which: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 

conventional stethoscope ; 
10 Figure 2 is a fragmentary perspective view showing 

the first preferred embodiment of a stethoscope 

according to this inventions- 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective view 

illustrating how ear tube sections of a pair of branches 
15 of the stethoscope of Figure 2 are moved to a releasing 

position; and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view showing 

the second preferred embodiment of a stethoscope 

according to this invention. 
20 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Before the present invention is described in greater 

detail , it should be noted that like elements are denoted 

by the same reference numerals throughout the 

disclosure . 

25 Referring to Figure 2 , the first preferred embodiment 

of a stethoscope 2 according to the present invention 
is shown to include a pair of branches 20 and a rubber 



4 



tube 23. 

Each of the branches 20 includes an elongate ear tube 
section 22 and a bent clip tube section 21. The ear 
tube section 22 of each branch 20 has a first end 221 
5 adapted to be plugged into an ear of a wearer (not shown) , 
and a second end 222 opposite to the first end 221. The 
bent clip tube section 2 1 of each branch 2 0 has a coupling 
end portion 210 connected to the second end 222 of the 
ear tube section 22, a resilient operating end portion 
10 211 opposite to the coupling end portion 210, and a curved 
intermediate fulcrum portion 212 interconnecting the 
coupling end portion 210 and the operating end portion 
211 . 

The rubber tube 2 3 has an upper end connected to the 
15 operating end portions 211 of the clip tube sections 
21 of the branches 2 0 and in fluid communication with 
the branches 20, and a lower end connected to a chest 
piece (not shown) . 

It is noted that the intermediate fulcrum portion 
20 212 of the clip tube section 21 of each branch 2 0 has 
a concave outer surface 2121 that faces away from the 
other of the branches 20, and a convex inner surface 
2122 that faces toward the other of the branches 20. 
The intermediate fulcrum portions 212 of the clip tube 
25 sections 21 of the branches 20 abut against each other. 

The operating end portions 211 of the clip tube sections 
21 of the branches 20 forma press space 213 therebetween. 
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The operating end portions 211 of the clip tube sections 
21 of the branches 20 are depressible toward each other 
so as to drive the ear tube sections 22 to move from 
a clamping position, where the first ends 221 of the 
5 ear tube sections 22 of the branches 20 are adapted to 
be plugged into the ears of the wear, as shown in Figure 
2, to a releasing position, where the first ends 221 
of the ear tube sections 22 of the branches 2 0 are moved 
away from the ears of the wearer, as shown in Figure 

10 3- Preferably, the intermediate fulcrum portion 212 
of the clip tube section 21 of each branch 20 has a 
rectangular cross section such that the intermediate 
fulcrum portions 212 of the clip tube sections 21 of 
the branches 2 0 can have a relatively large contact area - 

15 Figure 4 illustrates the second preferred embodiment 

of a stethoscope 2' according to this invention, which 
is a modification of the first preferred embodiment. 
In this embodiment, the intermediate fulcrum portion 
of the clip tube section 21' of each branch 20' has an 

20 anti-slip sleeve 5 sleeved thereon. 

To sum up, the ear tube sections of the branches 20, 
20' can be driven to move away from or toward each other 
by depressing or releasing the operating end portions 
211 of the clip tube sections 21, 21' of the branches 

25 2 0, 20' such that only one hand of the wearer is required 
when wearing and taking off the stethoscope 2, 2' of 
this invention. 
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While the present invention has been described in 
connection with what is considered the most practical 
and preferred embodiments, it is understood that this 
invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments 
5 but is intended to cover various arrangements included 
within the spirit and scope of the broadest 
interpretation so as to encompass all such modifications 
and equivalent arrangements. 



